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CRISIS.—No. IV. 





Tus preparatory din of war goes on—armed associa- 
tions are openly avowed—every countenance carries.a hos- 
tile feature—the crisis must be near... Let us, then, enquire 
what is the duty at the present moment of those who have 
resolved to fight in defeuce of their liberty and laws, their 
Jives and properfy.”. When an enemy is at hand, and likely 
to fall on us, when we know that. we have not given 
that enemy .any just cause for commencing hostilities 
against us, the first act of the honest and courageous mind, 
would be the means of defence; those prepared, he would 
say, “ The cause for which I am attacked, is an uujust cause, 
the cause for which I am about to defend myself is just. I 
will therefore defend myself whilst I have strength, and if 
lam overpowered and must fall a victim, I will sell my life 
as dear. as possible, and die the death of the virtuous and 
the brave.” I would anxiously impress this feeling on the 
minds of.my oppressed countrymen, because I really believe 
that the time is near at hand when they must resolve to. act 
on the defensive. Armed associations are every where en- . 
tering into; forwhat?- For the avowed purpose of defend- 
jog things as they are and likely to be. Then a co-operation 
becomes necessary on the part of every free mind and lover of 
liberty, to whom I would say, * Ho thou, take arms, and learn 

use likewise ; form, yourselves into armed associations ; 
tevery meeting to practise be, open and previously avowed; 













thereis-nolaw that you will offend by doing this, provided 
He nothing in secret.” When the voluuteer, associations 
100% place in thiscountry, in consequence of the threatened 
lovasion, the seventh days, otherwise called Sundays, were 
— md be wa training to. the use of arms in bodies, as it 
—* whenthe ordinary occupations aré uot generally fol- 
bi ait spon ng embrace that opportupity, you have 

you.must be-on:the alert, or your ene; 
with you; although they are not 


pd wh ys endeavour to terrify and 
lig you... you cannot conveniently join those bodies 
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that are likely. to be furnished with arms by the Tax-collec. 
tors and copsumers, if you cannot obtain arms by the sub. 
scriptions that-are eptered iwto for that purpose, follow the 
advice of Luke, sell your garment rather than be without a 
sword, or some other weapon of defence; the tinue is pot 
far distant when a weapon of defence will be mor desir. 
able than the garment. Painful as such a crisis is to cop. 
template, to prepare for it is a virtue. Criminal as the result 
Of this'state of thigs may be, they are not chargeable on 
you the People; ye are goaded to desperation and mad. 
ess by oppression, 8nd'now your oppressors have made your 
burdens intolerable, aud have left you almost bloodless, they 
would finish their career by making you lifeless by «military 
éexecution.: Thatarch fiend ana curse of mankind, Castle. 
‘reagh, is plotting the same scenes of blood and cruelty j in 
this country, as he lately enjoyed in Ireland ; nothing but 
‘union, ‘co-operation, and determination on the part of the 
People to die fighting in their defence, if necessary, can stay 
hig merciless hand, The miseries of their countrymen are 
a feast to such men as Castlereagh and Canning. ‘They can 
treat with ribaldry and sarcasm the pangs of hunger, oud 
the pale —— of the naked. ‘Their pleasures increase 
ip proportion with the increase of their country’s wretch- 


— meetings are become more than ever important, 
‘hey should be —— * periodical and simultaneous in 
‘all parts of the country ; those who advise ‘the contrary are 
* by an impulse of the fear of their expected atten- 

nce, and not from a sense of the impropriety. They @t- 
tempt to argue that meetiggs at this moment will affords 


pret toa oc inistration to pureue harsh and 
unconstitutional Phe admi»istration will pursue 
those medsures ‘wi r gts other pretext or pretence than 
they liave already fo i is more Pinan probable that those 


55 will be io ome put ip force onthe meeting of 
e mongers tools, and nothi but a prepared ap 
— — the part of the People can or will 
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but. slaves. by charter, Virtue and courage are the 
two requisites on the partof the People; their enemies will 
theismercenaries to desperation by intoxication, mise 
tion, or holding out:to them the hope of plunder, 
A handful of brave and virtuous, men have been known to 
counteract. the movements ofa large army, Liberty or 
Death must be the watch-word, and. toconquer or die, should 
be engraven on the mind and heart of every man. Revolu- 
tions have frequently take place, but the object to be gain- 
ed. was never before of half the importance as the present, 
If the People of: this country can shake off the locusts that 
have eaten their way into the body politic, one of the 
most sublime eras that the mind of maw can contemplate 
would follow, Such is the extent of political information 
ng all the operative classes in this country, so different 
is it —* any former period, that one of the most pure: and 
correct’ systems of Government would follow a convulsion, 
that any society couldlive under. None butthe-virtuousand 
would continue more thana year in any office, and so 
much under the controul of the People would be the vicious, 
that they would shrink from thestimulus of their own pas- 
sions. |‘ Ehén whilst we have. objects. of such magnitude in 
view, they should: stimulate us to virtue and to courage. 
Letus, then, cherish a bope-that our. affairs ere pot irretrieys. 
able; maghanimity performs wouders—pusillanimity is: its’ 
‘canker-worm.  Virtueand bravery haye stitnylated re⸗ 
ib all ages—look at the colonies of America aided’ 
| * Common Sense,” and the * Crisis ;"—look at republi-' 
can France—iook at republican Rome—iook at republican 
Meece,. Monarchy is the parent. of vice, Republicanism of 
virtue, These are.experimental facts, the knowledge cf 
have been dearly. purchased’ by mankind in general. 
That portion of the Peopte of this country who advocate 
a | in the system of Government, have nothing to 
fear; their whole conduct should be candid and open ; let 
pies Dade std be made. both in arms and training, bot 
let “Preparation be made openly. A civil war is evi- 
the intention of the Regent and his Ministers; they 
licly ‘avow it; they. have no hopes of continuing the 
Present Ppressive system but by military force and execu- 
tion, aiid e ultima ratio regum is shortly to be put iu 

















., she laws of the country are -become a mere dead letter: 
~ “Pressed individual, or one who,is obnoxious to the 
of the present system, appeals to them to resent 
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an-aseault or robbery committed on him, he is treated with 
derision and contempt by those who pretend to sit ang 
administer the laws and justice. There is nothing in reality 
in the country, neither liberty, property, nor laws. Prepare 
for the clange—prepare for the convulsion that is necessary 
to produce that change—be prepared for the worst, an at- 
tempt to establish in this country a military despotism. We 
have a Priuce, who, though not a soldier himself, is like a 
child, very fond of gaudy, militaty trappings, and is so partial 
to the military habit, as often to wear it when on magisterial 
duties ; the whole of his Court is strictly military, and there 
is no doubt but his frenzied dreams are military. Then, wn- 
der such @ state of things as this, is it not the duty of every 
honest citizen to seek weapons of defence, and to learn the 
use of them ?—I say, yes; it is become a duty, and to neglect 


it will be a crime. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
King’s Bench Prison, ri 
~ Nov. 8, 1819. 
Es 


A Servant Girl, who is happy she esca the ing times of 

David, as described in the four —2 of the Ist chapter 

of the: Ist beok of Kings, those ef Solomon, who. pressed every 

female that was fair, and eame in his way, and those of Hosea, when 

the Lord commanded him to choose.a wife from amongst the pros 

titutes of the city, Hosea, chap. i. ii. & iii, prays God save Carlile, 
and subscribes a Shilling. 

The singularity of the above has induced us to give insertion to 
it in this distinct manner; it was received and valued as that 
teacher of Deism (Jesus) valued the widow's mite.—Epitox. 

The receipt of £1. from J. S.'of Cumbridge is acknowledged. 


EE 


R. CARLILE TO DR. RUDGE. 
King’s Bench Prison, Oct. 28, 1819. 


R. Canirin acknowledges the receipt of Dr. Paley’s “ Ev- 
dences of —— by the hand of Dr. ‘Rudge’s servaut, of which 
he will take particular care, and return them as early as possible. 
*5* a pleased to find that Dr. Rudge is candid enough to 

t that there are parts of the Bible objectionable and offensive 
to decency and geod morals, Dr. Rudge should zecollect that it 
is for the mere publication of such an opinion that R. Carlile is 
likely to suffer a heavy imprisonment and a fine, which is sugges 
ou one side and threaténued of the other, to deprive him of all that 
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he save.a fond family, and a god conscience, R, Car- 
ie i surprised, that after such an admission as the above, Dr. 
Ra persist in calling it the Word of God, and still mere 
pg. ape he ventures to liken the objectionable parts of this book to 
the apots in the sun. God of Natare ! what an insult to the reflect- 
mind, that a scene of debauchery, cruelty, and wickedneds ¢on- 
dE in.a book, the evident work of man without thy aid, should 
be compa ared to any portion of thy works, and this too, aN oné who 
is dating ished with the title'of a Doctor ‘in Divinity | Be my 
thea: the bon tinued opposition ‘to such sentiments as these. R. 
cule le thinks that Dr. Rudge ‘has miade the most‘unfortunate’ com- 
parison he could have hit upon. R, Carlile is still farther surprised, 
er Rudge should so soon abandon Sir Isaac Newton and hers. 
agthorities for the Bible, being of divine origin, to chirge them. 
Sh 4 inéontistency and hypecrisy,”” aiid’ to hold eut a caution 
that *¢too much deference’ should. not’ be paid to the opitions ot 
great men.” Dr. Rudge appears, by the'conclusion of his ‘last 
5: 

latest be'still firm in his faith ; and R. ‘Carlile assures’ ‘Dr. 
“that he still remains firm in his’ former belief. R. Car- 

We bas pend fead Dr. Rudge’s Address to a’ Parishioner, and begs to 
observe, that Dr. Rudge’s ‘Opinion of the Trinity is far’ above his 


comprehension. — 


Mita DR. RUDGE, TO R. CARLILE. 


—— presents his compliments to Mr. Carlile,. and he “his 
to acknowledge the receipt of “his letter of this day. 
io continuing this. I ce, Dr. R. has to regret that he 
was unable to expiee himself » a clearness sufficient to have pre- 
pay se the misrepresentation of bis. meaning, which appears in 
ile’s sir of hie day’s date. 4 
—— pon two prejudices welch often proved, i in 
ra to iy ————— 08 establisment, of truth. 
was, that men were oftentimes led, sty certain objectionable - 
—— to. denounce the whole of the Bi ible, and reject it as the 
God. He inferred that this was_an. unfair practice. He 
continues oe 80; —* Pac found it invariably to be the 









and sayings ing Bore. 58H ion te ‘the mind with 
Prevent the search of, truth. r.. Carlile had ex- 
n a ae le sentiments respecting. Sir Isaac Newton, 
ke: that on one time they. had written in favour, and 
omner io d — of the traths of Christianity, With- 
ms ———— ve Inquiry, pei this was true or false, 
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as it * these great men, but at thesame time without 
doning own o intone which had been formed from an —* 
acquaintance with their writings, Dr. R. thought it better to ex. 
» himself in the manner in which he did, than repeat the sug. 
which he offered in his first letter, more especially as there 
appeared to exist in Mr. C.’s mind a prejudice both against Sir 
Isaac Newtoo and Mr. Locke. Dr. R.’s object was, that Mr. Carlile 
gees sit down to the oh tp the or of the “ ** es vr Chris. 
ianity,”” neither sway epinions, nor prejudi against 
the conduct and principles of any man—neither against the prin- 
ciples of Mr. Locke and Sir —* on the one hand, nor by the 
of Mr. Paine on the other ; and he still sincerely hopes 


opinions 
that this will be the cuse. 
Dr, R. is neither sur y nor offended by the latter part of Mr. 


©.’s letter. He to Mr. Carlile, that he commenced this 
ce in a good spirit, and he shall conduct it with 


— * Dr. R. dislikes controversy of any kind ; and should, 
communications between him and Mr, Carlile * 

thing — from his pen of a seemingly harsh or repulsive nature, he 

ac} sad forgive him, . Nothing is farther from his intention, 


— 1810. 
Mr. Carlile. 
Dr. R. hopes the ‘perusal of the enclosed will not be unio- 


R. CARLILE TO DR. RUDGE: 


'' King’s Bench Prison, Nov. 5th, 1819. 


yr nyiyrd has. to acknowledge the receipt of Dr. Rudge’s 
1 28th ult. aceompanied with the Memoirs of Joho 
tr ty iy t to the letter, R. Carlile has petused und re- 


—— a sing! tt he will there- 
Weed dina heraboly ng e point to answer, he. 





th makin‘: a few. observations on 

—86 of John Vartie, and rey $ Evidences of Christianity. 

R. Carlile — re Dr. Ri éobject in sending him the 
memoir of 8 Vartie, ous alledges he became an inti 
del from * perstry and other li t wilde: R, Carlile assures 
‘Dr. Rudge, the’ of novels had not made him an infidel 
fo —— has peel objected to any _ bas 






: rch all the records 
— Crt Wy, and *8* — find that the victims 
have invariab] ey finds encourage 


ment to vice, ne wh even a or tint ah repen promises him 
salvation and future happiness, The Deist, who belies in nothing 




















NOVEMBER 12, 1810. 183 


of this kind, places himself under a contmual moral restraint, and 


well his passions. 
—— to the Evidences of Christianity, by —* R. Car. 


ochmy conclusive or satisfactory iv them. repare- 
— 2 are mere quibbles on Hume’s Exsay on ——— 

an essay which contains irrefragable proofs of the fullacy —* be- 
lieving 1 superiatural events or imiracles. His five first chapters 


gre attempted arguments in favour of the Christian religion, drawn 
from the martyrdoms of the early Christians, idngsaoe, roves 
pothing (says Diderot), but that the are ae na ae * 
When ntine made the Christian religion 


state, and wei Christianity feared her —— 

firmness and resolution was displayed by those who ere’ oa 
toa dissent from any of its established rules; the same constiticy 
has been displayed by martyrs in ull ages, Catholic or Protestant, 
Christian, Jew, or P Dr. Ru ye turn: ‘his attention ‘to the 
superstitious rites an victims paid to Jugerraut ard other Deities 
in'the Eastern world : have we not lately heard that the most ex. 
crucialing tortures have been voluntarily endured by certain. de. 
votees, which, m the opinion of R. Carlile, far exceeds the con- 
stancy of the ‘minrtyred Christians, because the former wus volun- 
tary, the latter forced ? Should the hug Superstition again demund 
rican of Philosophy and Deism, they will readily be found, R, 
Carlile has bo hectestion i in saying, that should that opinion which 
has lately been charged on him as —** in the next session 
of parliament be made punishable with the faggot and stuke, ‘he 
would persevere in promulgating them; so stroug is his conviction 

of theirtrath. In the sisith chapter of Paley‘s first volume, . 
105, is an assertion which has red R. Carlile, abd hay induced 
himto throw away Puley asa dis man, and unworthy of fur. 
ther notice: itis thus.—* That the original story was miraculons 
ee life, death, pee i resurrection of Jestts,) is 
tn rom the miraculous powers which were 
a to hy Chriotion of succeeding ages. Ifthe accounts 
be true, it was a continuation'of the same powers ; 
— , it was an imitation, I will not bay, of what had 
. but of what had been reported to have been wrought 
them, That imitation should follow reali- 
« pot upon truth f- —* if miracles'were 










course of humun affairs, that we 
be in believing wt. The contrary 
le, namely, that miracles should be pre- 
Whe followers; @& the apostles and first emissaries of the 
pactended to, either in their own persons 
those apostles and emissaries ‘them- 
most histical, | petitio princtpti 






modes of reasoning that can be‘met-with, and yet thie is a sample 


of the whole of ‘Paley’ s Evidences of ' Christianity. 
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_ The nt of Paley is ‘simply this :—rather than disbedj 
the miracles said to have been performed by Jesus and his a 
ples, I would believe all the miracles said to have been performed 
by Roman and other Christian priests imall ages ; or, in other lan- 

uage, he says it is a proof that the first were actually performed, 

use the latter pretended. to them. . This may satisfy the cre. 

dulity of Christians, but not the philosopherand the Deist. 

The above pa h needs no further comment nor exposition ; 
it must,strike the dullest capacity,,and is a strong proof of the 
fact of an observation said to hare beew made by Paley, when told 
that his conscience could not support. certain arguments he had 
been using, be replied: ‘that he,could not afford to keep a con- 
science.” The whole of the first volume is a. tedious repetition of 
sinilar absurdities, and nothing argues more strongly the total want 
of evidence to support the dogmas of the Christian religion, than 
the ionumerable:volumes that! bave been written to support. it, 
Wes,the Christian: religion ‘fonnded onian atom of truth, haifa 
dozen. pages would! be, quite sufficient:to display it; it would not 
need: tobe defended in euch a variety, of ways, independent of 
force and-falsehood.: , Not one. demonstrable, truth can be brought 
to,support it. ‘Truth: needs-not the. sophistical arguments of a 
gee the flowery. metaphors of Charles Phillips ; simplicity is 
ite it has Do. connection with laboured, false, and 
abatruse, modes,of ‘reasoning.: Paley has done all. that can be 
done for the Christian religion ; be has done all, that ingenuity 
and ability could do for it; he has not convinced any man 
that is capable of reasoning, and the Christian religion remains 
what it was before Paley wrote, founded. in error, falsehood, and 
credulity. There are two ‘points on whichiall controversy of this 
description should hinge. »..Has there been ‘a ‘written. revelation 
irom God.to man ornot?, Do the human race. stand in need of a 
Savionr and. Mediator to. intervene. between man‘ and his Maker? 
Of the first question, R. Carlile-can find no substantial proofs, but 
many in contradiction of it ; of the second he cannot perceive the 
necessity, because he believes the Deity to be omnipotent, omni- 
present, and omniscient... Whether Dr. Rudge will consider that R. 
Carlile has fairly conducted the correspondence, he , does. not pre- 
tend. to, say; he: has done it to the best of his-ability, and with the 
strictest, sense of rectitude. ., The reason R. Carlile has thought 
ay hime ie ublish ps.cesteapendance is that he felt it — 
* iS present situation ta seize every Opportunity of making 
known , to the public his motives and vol phone —* the 
strictest: examination, and determines to’ persevere in the same 
pee he has lately trod,..whilstthe merciful Christians, into whose 

ds he has fallen, wall allow him the use of pen, ink, aud pape’, 
* a free. communication withthe public. Hr. Rudge, perbeps 
will still think that, R..Carlile retains the prejudice of human reese". 
Reason and conviction can never arise frou prejudices, whic 
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Paine beautifully describes as the: spiderthat spins its web on the 
—— has well described the ‘priestly -conflict with reason in 
the following words.“ Bewildered: in an immense forest during 
the night, and having only one small torch for my guide, a stranger 
approaches and thas addresses me :—* Friend; blow out ‘thy ‘hght, 
7 thou wovfldst make sure ef-the-right path.’” This stranger 


was @ priest. ee Be 
Se ee | ; 
— — 








‘TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, 


y Dear Sr, ea "eae —* 

bees you will excuse the libetty T'take ‘in addressing You. 
Seeing it was your intention to endeavour to. prove in a court of 
justice the Bible to be a forgery, I could not resist the opportu- 
nity of soliciting your attention to’ the eftclosed small volume by 
Dr. Chalmers,’ Gi the subject wich has been a means of confirm- 
ing my own belief of its genuinen s—and perhaps 'may also be of 
use,to shew you that Christians lave at least strong grounds for 
considering it an inspired volume,’ °° | | 2 

“May you yet be led to seek’ salvation through the merits of that 
Saviour, so’cleatly révealed in ‘those Scriptures, you at present te- 
ject,’ but which’ have been’ the’ means'‘of conferring happiness on 
thousands of our fellow-cretittires, °° © © J 
“es Yreniain, ‘my dear Sir, 7 
| ody '” ©“'¥our'sidcere well-wisher, ee 
Stee ee ere Qe! Oy WILLIAM CARLILE. . 
4, Durbin Plaiée’ Bast) “ui! ode 
Mickey Roma eo 


7? is 





zhts iti 


per abel 
’ se Fit, ol 


9 8 seo TO MR. WILLIAM CARLILE: > 
f 3 0 Mings Bench Prison, Oct. 18, 1819. 


J J 


+ My Dear Sra, of mradi so 
T wave the-honour as well as the satiéfaction-to acknowledge the 

recetpt of a‘letter, witha volume of Chalmers’ Evidences and Au- 

thority of the Christian Religion: as a:Divine Revelation, for which 
Fretaro you my sincere thanks. dena: ce otf | 

In retutn, aso,» IT have sent you'a copy of Paine’s Theological 

Works, with this pledge, that iĩf you will Go justice to your reason, 
and examine it, L-will in return give you my opinion ov the Evi- 
—* of Chalmers, and shall be most’ happy to receive yours on 

Works of Thomas Paine: 

_ | beg-to assureyou, that I feel a consolation that raises me supe- 
‘Nor tovall..my perseention: arising from | a consciousness that the 
moral welfare of man’ has:been' my only object... It appears to me, 

» Urat you are umpressed with what I call a similar virtue. 


’ 


/ 
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moar, Ee a * * health and — mt, — that you may 
escape t a on matters OF religion 
pe the fang —“ phe. * =e, 


Ani afféctionsite fellowscreature, 
? . RICHARD CARLENE, 
Mr. William Carlile. “ike 
MR. RICHARD CARLILE. 


My Dear Sia, | 
I wap the ure of receiving your Letter of the 18th ult, 
with a copy of Paine’s Theological Works—at the same time men- 
tioning that if I gave you my opinion of them, you would in re. 
—* give yours on Chalmers’ Evidences of the Christian Reve- 
ation. , 
In the hope of Chalmers being instrumental to your eternal 
piness, I examined Paine’s Theological Works. They are the 
writings of a very able man, and if his works were perused only 
‘by humble Christians. who were disposed to examiue the Bible for 
ves, with prayer to Ged for a spirit of understanding, and 
compare his writings with it, I should not fear the result; they 
might then, aps, be rather beneficial than otherwise, as they 
contain the objections not only of himself, but many who were be- 
fore him ; and it is well to have all objections fuirly canvassed, 
— ee 
works may pasé into the 80 
_ whowill gladly believe them to be ag ut such examination, 
and alvointo the hands of the rising generation, who are not able 
a for themselves, and who imbibing his principles may all 
Mey oe oon in niger without attaining * ne 
ut subject to wer of an evil spirit; for althou r. 
Paine —* —— Setan in << his —— over a minds is 
very powerful, amd may easi known y one who can ex- 
masheoelat — cand 
Ido pot aay eat ee not also full into the hands of some who 
may conscientiously believe them to be true, and circulite them in 
——— useful to their fellow-creatures, because you 
state that the moral welfare of man is your only object in their pro- 
pecs 0 al can only atsure you, that I feel truly sorry our 
opinions should be so much at variance on a subject of such im- 
mense pportance as the salvation of our immortal souls; accord- 


ing to my ideas, the Bible is written. inspired by God to 
shew us the to heaven, which to * — — iad simple. 
We have to pray to him for his bol spirit to guide us, 


which he will readily grant, and then come with humble confidence, 


world uae and he will accept us, aud when we leave this 
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Ino more doubt the truths contained in the Bible than l doubt . 
my own existence. I see the fall of :man clearly stated, and when 
| examine my own heart I find itis but two true. I read in the 
piblé’'that if the Israelites forsake theit God, they shall be scattered 
among all People, and among these nutions they shall find no ease ; 
and it is even so at the present momeut. Were it necessary 1 might 

ive you many other instances of its predictions being fulfilled. 
Bat d ickneihedige, at the same time, that there are many pas- 
in the Scriptures that I do not at present fully comprehend, 
with our limited capacities I do not wonder that it should 

be $0. wenn? 
iag much occupied in business, 1 heg to apologize for not 
* letter — us I wished to finish Paine’s Works be- 
fore I answered it. My opinion of Puine himself, corresponds ex- 
actly with what it is said he expressed before he died, that if ‘ever 
the Devil had an agent he was one, With a proud spirit he could 
not bear to rid on the merits of another for acceptance ‘with 
God, which is the case with thousands at the present day. The same 
it of pride is in each of us, and it is by the ‘assistance of the 

Spirit of ‘God alone that we are enabled to overcome it. ~ 
twould again most’earnestly beseech you to solicit that assis- 
which he ‘has promised to those that ask in faith ; and al- 
P ba have been & means of raising the standard of infidelity 
‘than it has stood for many years, you’ may yet be made an 
ament inthe hund of ‘Him~ who created us, of shewing those 
t unfortunate beings who havé'renounced their Bible, the utter 
impossibility of mere human réason leaditig them to ‘true hap- 
"A time is rapidly a hing when we shall all stand before the 

— ** oh Peo de 2 












or rsoul,”” | 

— me, have no intention of hurting yout feelings, but I 
enly for those d creatures who muy ‘be 'ed ‘astray by 

of Satan, who is still as “a ragitig lion, seeking whom he 





I remain, your sincere well-wisher, 
| “WILLIAM CARIALE, 


4; Dirham’ Place Bast; Hackiiey: Road. 


R. CARLILE-TO. WILLIAM CARLILE. 


Dear J— King’s Bench Prison, Nov. 5th, 1819, 


I nave the peor re to acknowled gee 
Letter. dated + , ge the receipt of our second 
+ dated Ist inst. You commence with stating, that with 
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a of Chalmers being instrumental to my eternal happiness, 
NT ood Paine’s Theological. Works, niaking that ht 
tion appear to be a condescension on your. part, _ In the course of 
your examination you have discoyered that they are the writiags of 
u very able map, had you added very(honest also, you would hare 
combined. our opinions of him, You imply some fear of the result 
of the contest, when you say, were the two. books, (meaning the 
Age of Reason, and the Bible,) perused by humble Christians only, 
with prayer to God for a spirit, of understanding : what sort of 
Christians the humble ones are; 1 have never yet discovered ;-I find 
them generally haughty, arrogant, and self-assuming. They will 
not yeuture an argument with.an opponent, without heconsents 
to make admissions on the outset of the validity of their doctriues 
and faith, 5. bq ~ 
The objections of Mr. Paine. and other, Deists.you admit should 
be fairly canvassed, that your faith maybe more deeply rooted, 
If you are sincere in this assertion, you would enter your protest 
against the silencing of those ohjections.by the strong arm of die 
torted law... Those oljections having never been answered by any 
other means, makes me bold to say, they are unanswerable. . 
Respecting such publications falling iuto, the, handa of the rising 
generation, J hesitate not to say, that I deem it, imprudent and in- 
_jnrious to impress any system of faith, or religious opinions on 
the minds of youth until they arrive at an age when they possess a 
av nt of those thugs, eonyinced as J am, that morality wight 
be inculcated without the aid of superstitious, or if you please, re- 
ligious notions, . You speak of Mr. Paine’s derision of the in- 
fluence of Satan, as improper, and say, it might be easily known by 
any one who could examine his own heart... You, -Sir, I doubt not, 
pity those persons in the Eastern and other parts of the world, 
who.worship both the good and eyil spirit with the same terror and 
feeling ; yet to the impartial and unprejudiced obseryer, the belief 
of the Christian in a partial God, and, the Devil, whom they equally 
dread upd fear, is the same as the belief.of the Persian, Indian, or 
any other in the good and evil spirits. _ — 207 
Theman or woman who believes in the real, personal, or, sptritual 
existence of Satan or the Devil, is in m “opinion, not one remove 
in, intellect from the idiot... The idiot, by a system. of training, 
might be made useful, and the believers in the Devil are mere hu- 
man automatons, They can hare no possible reflection or contem- 
ptatien of the works of the creation and of nature. They treat 
with a wicked contumely, that-only superiority they enjoy beyond 
their fellow avimal, and degradingly. all it mere human reason. 
They possess the faculty of speech, but they make no better use of 
it than the dog of his barking, or the ass of his braying. 
Your ideas of the Bible, of Heaven, and a ‘redeeming Saviour, 
are bead and received by me as the vagaries of a frenzied brain, and 
as Thave before mentioned, that I believe in nothing of the kind, 
eould wish you had spared yourself the trouble of repeat ng 
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them; however, I have no enmity towards you for believing: i 

them, on the other hand, I feel a pity which is by no morn at 
sortethe zeal which you have shewn to make me a convert to 
your wild notions —nolions that cannot be detended by reason or 


in another sentence you observe, that you believe what was al- 
leged to have been spoken by Paine: namely, that if ever the 


Devil had an agent on earth, he (Paime) was one. 1 am not a little 
to hear this from: one who says he has read the Theolo- 
gical writings uf Paine. lf you had read ‘those writings with a 
candid and unprejudiced mind, you would have learned from them, 
that their author believed in no such a Deity as the Devil, and 
consequently could never have used the expression in any other 
than a ** a ee This im no wise can confine your 
belef—bel ieve trem you like it. I believe without f 
or'trembling—I have no fear of offending the Deity I — * 
norof heing exposed to the wiles of any other than, the Lr@au 
gs Seam in ———* — under all the consolation the 
mind can e in m! 
per —— pain both in mind and body, 
‘With regard to that spirit of pride you speak of, as existing in 
eachiof us,'it/ilt corresponds with your former assertions of “ hum- 
ble Christians,” but rather more'with my observation on them 
Rochefoucault has. well defined the pride of man or of hawan:niw 
: —* REY 2 Phe: — of -all:men is alike, it differs oyly 
, ihe means and manner o wing it.” Your idea of seeki 
the-assistance of the spirit.of God to overcome it, is a —— 
fanaticism mingled with hypocrisy. : ' ; 
, “Fou say thave rai ie * infidedi i * 
Shae 
never todesert. i —2 or die in its defence. ' 

Thave examined well my: motives and. the probable result of 
—— ——— that Tam doing that which is right 
and good, — — *** to ameliorate the present 
degraded of'man.: I shave an: object: superior even to 
= — ———— on that: emo me to republish 
ne F arodies ir. Hone, a @ prosecution been commenced 
against him,*und ‘he had thought proper to discoutinue the sale, 
and in uenee of inui 
—— neeof discoutinaing. the’ sale, the government had 
any * at to’ prosecute’ their informations against him 

farther : Issaws this, aud determined that a publication so 
* harinless chould not® be put down-because u fulse and 
5** a pore sar ee mt it by a wicked and cor- 
2 ara ent. A republished the es, and was immediatel 
did; § for ity: ore net to — the sale, which ie 
and. asin wOncE s prison ſor eig teen weeks,at an expence ’ 
betcha eat Suffered a the punishment—fortune threw the 
at thence: —— of "Mr. Hone: He'was not the object aimed 

: ‘their'vengeatuce on, he was the first publisher; a 
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prosecution had been previously commenced ogy nst. hin; although 


suspended, the law. officers of the crown could not possibl 
ever that . tion to get at me. Mr. Hone was thrice — 


which to my liberation without tral, although the Attorney. 
General had a fourth information against me, independent of those 
thut were:similar to. Mr. Hone’s. -1 certainly, published the Theo- 
logical Works of Paine under different. circumstances, but where is 
the man that would put the gain of 2 or £300 into the scale against 
so many years imprisonment? 1 had a much, nobler motive than 
gain, or-any thing that stimulates the mercevary,mind..I felt con. 
vinced of the frauds.and im postures of coe ihipone establishments 
of this: and other countries. 1 felt that. civil liberty can never 
exist-in the same country with an established priesthood, and feel. 
ing this, and approving and admiring the sentiments contained in 
the writings-of Paine, } resolved to publish them at all hazards, 
Without taking any further notice of Satan, whom you strive to 
elevate: into importance, I,shall.take a brief view of Chalmers’ 
and other alleged Evidences of Christianity, The Christians call 
the objections of the: Deists to their religion stale, always the same, 
never any thing new advanced... The same thing might be said by 
the Deist to the supposed Evidences of Christianity, they are one and 
indivisible, something like their Trinity... The.lives and writings of 
earn tn nea oe Hie ceil class. that leads us 
te eny: thing in ithe. shape. of an evidence, as no cotemporary an- 
thors have. the least notice of the. person of Jesus. 
very men.who-have since beeu canonized,.and who are prayed to by 
Christians.vaa species of inferior deities, present the moat disgus 
picture of biography thet ever disgraced the page of history. It 
was not until I hed pondered over the pages of Eusebius, So- 
crates Scholasticns,. and Evagrius, for many days in search after 
the Evidences of Christianity, (for if there are no evidences to be 
found in those writers, they are to. be found.no where else,) thet 
i felt disgusted with the bickering: _ jealousies, and priest-like 
——— ——— of. the — Chureh. ieee 
sought ita evidences, the more I hecame. disgusted with. w 
fraud, and: from that moment resolved to spend. my whale life ia 
——— — annihilate it, Buch is my firm cou 
viction .of — pabbentinns Ihave sent forth to 


if the of bi and su- 
perstition would accept the challenge, that I could annihilate the 


allow the paltry system of prop- 
ping my. opiuions by the gratuitous. ci i of Mixiions 


Depend.on it, Sir, that: it is too late now to attempt 
to support the fraud. The aduice of Cardinal should have 
been followed, when hetold the Clergy that if they did not put 
down the printing press, it would put down: them; it is now (0? 
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. The Christian Feligion is at least suspected. of being a fraud 
** it is lau ‘at in: ee and 2 English ister 
assetted in ove of our Courts o w, that every enlightened 
—* i Butope was’ an infidel to it. The present rotten Lonel 

‘and’ State will fall together; and the representative 
of’ ment rise like a Phoenix from its as I have stated 

that no cotemporary authors have * the least notice of 

the citcumstances, said to have taken plaes at his birth, or during 

his life-time. A similat tale*exists im India of the birth of a 

———— virgin betrothed to a carpenter, and 

paltry gud’ ridiculous tale in’ the Old and New’ Testament 

be — 28— ‘to have originated in Hindostan and other of 

the Bast, The’ very fathers of the Christian Church, from the date 

of the oth anew Are the Christian era, down to the time of 

Constantine, differ widel as to the time of the birth and life of 

their Deity, The-following data having been furnished me by a 

oad ay io from Hull, appears to be strictly applicable to thie 
part of my letter, F shall therefore insert it. 

“With re d-to there being such a character as Jesus Christ, 
there js'mnuch reason to doubt. No cotemporary author, Roman, 
Greek, or vole ever so much as making mention of ‘him, nor 
the star in Bethlehem, nor the journey into pt, ner the 
immaculate conception, nor the massacre under Herod, nor the 
, oti, nor the trial and priot imprisonment ‘of Paul,’ ‘who 

8 master did all in their: power to produce a revolution and 
overturn ‘the state, Would'the History of England; or of any 
ry be silent on. such a subject ? No! There was no 
sagt hi istorians in that day to commemorate such’ events, had 
taken place i in A. U.C. 751 or 2, the date assigned for Christ’s 
rere hat period those things related of Christ and his apos- 
—— I do not pretend to know,, but this I know, 

—— upon history have been greatly 

ee ‘want of authorities on so sublime a subject 3 even 

ete his Rationarum Temporum, to whom the 

Mer ——— indebted for the pains he has taken to fa- 


stud student in history, by the laborious arrangement of his 
— “In his “first inention of Christ he opens 
On ‘referring ‘to his work) “ In ‘the year 
= (Meet aan ‘Mvgdstus ‘died at Nole in Cam- 
This ‘is’ the’ suni total of his early history 
i butik day’ be called a history), what he has 
mn the ‘subject j is taketi from what! 1s vulgarly called 
5* i.e. that Christ Was born of the Virgin Mary, 
A 5a aaa death fot thé sius of mankind, that he 
Palos a5 —5 » and on the’ fortieth ascended’ into 
“a A ca by ‘the eyes of ‘his disci des.” 
»», Av\o" what ¥liby the younger suys in his ‘Letter to Trajaw 
“a sect denominating theiiselves Chrisiiaus, it (id 
om to’ the purpose. From. what Pliny writes the — 













characters and events, could find no- 
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respecting the Christians and their tenets, it may he fairly inferred 
that he * heard of any such profession before, Pliny being at 
that time on a mission in a distant province. Trajan’s reply being 
to this effect—* Forbear to maltreat — on account of their 
strange profession :(they being citizens ome) except they be 
ee NS tation of a wish to overtum the religion of .the a: 
in that case you are bound to,persecute them, for the Gods must 
not be blas with impunity ; et least, we must make it appear 


_ that we do net connivéat such an-enormity, let our opinions be 


what yay. isay, in that case, you are bound to persecute.” 
This Pin and only mention made of ,Christians by any earl 
profane author, within 80 years of what is assigned for the birt 
of Christ; what Pliny says is the demagogues strong hold! they 
cling to it as to a world of light. iit fort 

«s Now for a few of the opinions of the fathers (they may well be 
calbed fathers !) and other respectable authorities. Some say Christ 
was born in A. U. C.:751 or 2, (as I said before)... Qnuphnus and 
Pererius say he was born inthe latter end of December, 752, Sixtus 
of Sienna places Christ’s birth}with Ann. Mund. 3962. Tomiel 
in. 4051.* ,. Talents says Christ died on the 25th of December, 
4079 of the Julian period... Yet others say it was on the third of 
Apni, and: pretend to prove'it by the wonderfal eclipse mentioned 
in: St., Luke, which wonderful .event was most wonderfully 
emitted by the rest of the Saints. Clements and Tertullian say 
he was crucified. at 30 years\of age ; common opinion is, that he 
was 33. Yet St. |renzeus, a father who lived nearer the time speci- 
pee either. of the other authors, says he was between 40 

** The Christians who make their epoch the birth of Christ, and as 
settled by act of parliament, to, have taken place Ann. Mund. 
3962, did not hegimto use that computation till after the year 600, 


~ and perhaps in antipathy to the Hygera of Mahomet in 617, who 


have their Sabbath on the Friday, in contradiction to both Jews 
and Christians, and the Christians adopted Sundays uo doubt for 
the same reason.” | od }'¥ol Fos Fizy RA 
‘must vow:draw this letter to a closes, As it is likely to finish 
the correspondence between us on this subject, have been more 
explicit than Pmight otherwise have been. . Not being personally 
known to euch other, although of. the same pame, Lshall not eX 
‘pechto see or hear avy thing further from you,.unless you change 
your belief.frou Polytheismte, Dem » 5 
eo of oe lvgetet hb votihem, Sir, yours respectfully, 
o» Mr. William Carlile; ...... 2 RICHARD CARLILE. 
4, Durham ‘Placa Eost, Hackney: 0) 5 6) 


_¥ The Groeks. diffe, frou the send: @ie Mlescovites hold OM 
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